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DECISION RECORD 
Bobby Creek Research Natural Area Management Plan Environmental Assessment  

EA# OR-118-03-008 
 
Decision 
 
It is my decision to implement Alternative 1 and the Project Design Features proposed in 
the Bobby Creek Research Natural Area Management Plan Environmental Assessment  
(EA # OR118-03-008).  The approved action will result in the implementation of the 
Bobby Creek RNA Management Plan.  The main goal of this plan is to preserve the 
natural features in as nearly an undisturbed state as possible for scientific and educational 
purposes.  Construction of 1.5 miles of a 1-2 ft wide trail will also occur to facilitate 
access for researchers in very steep terrain in a way that limits impacts to the RNA.  
 
Project actions are contained within the West Fork Cow Creek watershed.  The RNA 
encompasses approximately 1,916 acres located 30 miles west of Glendale.  The legal 
description is T32S, R09W, sections 2, 10, 11, 13, 14 and 15.   
 
Trees less than 7 inches diameter at breast height in direct path of the trail would be cut 
during trail construction.  No downed trees would be removed from the site during trail 
construction or maintenance.   
 
The proposed ridgeline fuels reduction treatments along the RNA boundary (RNA 
Management Plan, p. 17) will not occur at this time but the BLM may be reconsider this 
treatment at a later time.   
 
Rationale  
 
The decision to implement this proposal meets the need to manage the RNA and furthers 
the intent established in the Northwest Forest Plan and the Medford District Resource 
Management Plan (RMP) to develop site-specific management plans for designated areas 
that have none.  The BLM’s role is guided primarily by the mission described in the 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA), which states that public 
lands be managed in a manner that will protect scientific and environmental values, and 
to “preserve and protect certain public lands in their natural condition” (102(a)(8)). 
 
The Bobby Creek RNA was established in June 1995 (Record of Decision and Resource 
Management Plan, 1995) to fill terrestrial element needs as listed in the Oregon Natural 
Heritage Plan (ORNHP).   ORNHP Ecosystem Cells are selected to “represent the full 
range of Oregon’s natural heritage resources” (ORNHP, 1998).  Additionally, the RNA 
was established due to the area’s uniqueness and size.  Bobby Creek RNA affords an 
opportunity to better understand an ecologically functional old-growth system with 
minimal human-caused disturbance.  
 
One letter was received from the public regarding the Bobby Creek RNA Management 
Plan Environmental Assessment. Corrections were made to the management plan to 








